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On the anniversary of the Palestinian Nakba, the Palestinian Ministry of Women’s Affairs
affirms that the Nakba was not a passing event in history, but an ongoing reality that is
renewed today through forced displacement, starvation, siege, and the destruction of the
foundations of Palestinian life, amid the continued Israeli occupation and policies of
impunity. Since the Nakba of 1948, which displaced hundreds of thousands of Palestinians
from their land, our people have endured continuous chapters of uprooting and systematic
targeting. Recent estimates indicate that more than 5.9 million Palestinian refugees are
registered with UNRWA as of 2026.

Minister of Women’s Affairs Ms. Muna Al-Khalili emphasized that Palestinian women bear
the greatest burden of these policies, particularly in light of the ongoing genocide in the
Gaza Strip and the escalating military assaults, incursions, and settler violence in the West
Bank, including Jerusalem. International data indicate that nearly two million Palestinians
in the Gaza Strip have been forcibly displaced since the onset of the aggression, while
hundreds of thousands of citizens are living in catastrophic humanitarian conditions in
displacement centers and tents, amid the near-total collapse of the healthcare system and
essential services.

The aggression against Gaza has reproduced the scenes of the Nakba in their harshest form.
Tens of thousands of women and girls have been killed, while thousands of injured women
face the risk of permanent disability. At the same time, pregnant and breastfeeding women
are experiencing severe levels of food insecurity and a lack of healthcare. United Nations
and human rights reports also confirm an escalation in patterns of gender-based violence
and conflict-related sexual violence linked to the context of occupation, including threats,
harassment, humiliation, and systematic violence targeting women and girls in both private
homes and public spaces.
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In the West Bank, policies of forced displacement continue at an unprecedented pace. Reports by
UNRWA and the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs indicate that
more than 40,000 Palestinians have been displaced from refugee camps in the northern West
Bank, particularly in Jenin, Tulkarm, and Nur Shams Camp. This marks the largest wave of
displacement in the West Bank since 1967, in addition to the displacement of dozens of
Palestinian communities as a result of settler attacks and restrictions on movement and access to
land and services.

Despite the successive catastrophes, Palestinian women continue to play their national and
humanitarian role in protecting the family, preserving the social fabric, and defending the
national identity. This reaffirms that Palestinian women have not only been partners in suffering,
but also partners in steadfastness, survival, and the struggle for freedom, justice, and national
dignity.

The Ministry of Women’s Affairs stresses that the violations faced by the Palestinian people—
including killings, forced displacement, starvation, collective punishment, and the targeting of
civilians and civilian infrastructure—constitute grave breaches of international humanitarian law
and international human rights law, and may amount to war crimes and crimes against humanity
that require international accountability and justice. This is especially urgent in light of the
continued targeting of women and children and the growing indicators of the risk of mass
atrocities.

The Ministry further emphasizes the need to compel Israel, the occupying Power, to uphold its
legal obligations under the Geneva Conventions and relevant international resolutions, including
United Nations General Assembly Resolution 194, United Nations Security Council Resolution
1325, and United Nations Economic and Social Council Resolution L.28 concerning the protection
and support of Palestinian women under occupation.

In this context, the Ministry of Women’s Affairs continues to develop national monitoring and
documentation tools, including the National Observatory on Gender-Based Violence, with the aim
of harmonizing data, strengthening evidence-based national responses, and documenting
violations against women and girls, including those related to occupation violence and settler
terrorism, while continuing national and international efforts to protect women, empower them,
and enhance their resilience.
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